
 

 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Friday, 9 
April 2021 at 10.00 am at Via Teams 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr MS Barbour 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
Mr CP Turner 
 

Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair) 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Barnard - Development Control Engineer 
Mr D Coyle - Manager of Flood & Development Management 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mr D Gibson - Senior Countryside Access Officer 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Mr M Robinson - Development Management Officer 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
70 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence received for the meeting. 
 
71 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2021 be agreed 

as a true record of the meeting. 
 
72 DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a report that presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Copeland area.  Appended to the report were major 
and strategic planning applications, section 106 contributions update, flooding 
investigations and the flood and development management planning application 
procedure.  The procedure ensured that members would be provided with an 
Advisory Notification when the planning application was received.  Members would 



 

 

also be advised of the response to be made to major and strategic applications 24 
hours before the response was issued to the Local Planning Authority. 
 
Members welcomed the new procedure and continued attendance by the Flood and 
Development Management Team at meetings.  The Local Member for Cleator Moor 
West requested that funding received from Section 106 agreements be broken 
down by application to gain more insight on potential issues.   
 
The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees raised questions on the traffic 
calming measures introduced on James Pitt Road.  The Development Management 
Officer agreed to clarify whether these had been introduced as part of the Edgehill 
Park development and the Local Area Network Manager agreed to look at signage 
warning of the new road layout.   
 
The Manager of Flood and Development Management updated members on the 
latest position of the flood alleviation scheme in Millom.   
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
73 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER REPORT 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on 
Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in February. The Local 
Area Network Manager took members through the report, detailing:- 
 

 Works Programme 21/22 

 Routine Gully Maintenance  

 Pothole Repairs 

 Countryside Access Update 

 Customer Engagement Update 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented the revised works programme 21/22 
that had been changed to reflect new proposed budget lines.  Members noted 
Appendix 1 to the report outlining the proposed schemes in the NPRN, PRN and 
DfT Additional Pothole fund.   
 
Members were informed that due to the large numbers of drainage defects reported, 
an additional tanker had been hired to help clear the backlog of reports during the 
month of March and a total of 2,124 gullies had been cleansed in various locations.   
 
The Local Area Network Manager reported on the large influx of potholes being 
reported in winter time and advised that this year had been no different.  1952 
pothole reports had been logged on the HIMS system during the current financial 
year, with 156 defects still open on the system.  Members heard that dedicated 
teams had been tasked to repair as many as possible and a company with a thermal 
repair system had been called in to aid this.  It was further reported that a JCB 
Pothole Master was being trialled and if successful it was the intention to ask 
Cabinet to approve the purchase of two of these machines for use across the 
county. 
 



 

 

The Senior Countryside Access Officer updated the Group on the completion of the 
England Coast Path from Whitehaven to Silecroft.  Members noted that a report on 
the creation of a bridleway and the claiming of a second bridleway at Yeathouse 
would be submitted to a future meeting of the Development, Control and Regulation 
Committee.  Members were asked to submit any issues/concerns they wanted to 
raise to the general countryside access mailbox. 
 
The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees raised the proposed footway on 
Outrigg, St Bees.  It was agreed that the Local Area Network Manager discuss this 
with the member outside the meeting. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager informed members that media coverage on 
pothole patching taking place around the county was being prepared and, once 
finalised, would be circulated to members.  It was further agreed that, if possible, 
members be informed when some pothole work was taking place in their local 
areas. 
 
To conclude, the Local Area Network Manager reported on the progress with the 
development of the internal customer front end (Liberty Create) and the software 
development by WDM (HIMS).  Members heard how the project team were 
continuing to engage with staff to support functionally improvements to the system 
modules and training would be available for staff and members in due course. 
 
A short discussion took place around the Welcome Back Funding that had been 
made available to District/Borough Councils to help “spruce” up towns before the 
easement of Covid restrictions and the reopening of businesses/shops.  The Area 
Manager advised the Group that Copeland Borough Council were focussing the 
funding on the four main towns and coastal villages in Copeland.  Members 
expressed the hope that some funding would be made available for practicable 
projects to improve local services.   
 
Members discussed weed control and the responsibility for this.  The Local Area 
Network Manager was aware that this service area needed strengthened.    
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
74 CRASH GROUP 
 
An update from the CRASH group was given at the meeting.  It was noted that the 
next CRASH meeting was planned for later in the week and members were asked to 
submit any issues or concerns they had. 
 
The Chair asked questions on the structure of CRASH and responsibility and 
timelines of resolving issues raised at their meetings.  The Chair made specific 
reference to speeding issues at Holmrook.  The Traffic Management Team Leader 
agreed to provide a more detailed report on the CRASH process to the next meeting 
of the Working Group. 
 
RESOLVED, that a report on the process of CRASH be submitted to the next 

Working Group meeting. 



 

 

 
75 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting will be held on 21 June 2021 at 10 am via Teams. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.15 am 
  

 
 

 


